
PROGRAM CHAIR
The program is conducted by Diana Gibson (MA, 
PhD). Dr. Diana Gibson teaches medical anthropology 
at the University of the Western Cape, Cape Town, 
South Africa. She has done fieldwork in Namibia and 
South Africa. She has done research on perceptions, 
attitudes and demographic trends related to repro-
ductive health in Namibia and on issues concerning 
malnutrition among children in poor neighbourhoods 
in Cape Town. She has published on a variety of topics 
and is currently the co-ordinator of a research program 
entitled ‘Gender and women’s sexual and reproduc-
tive practices and health care in metropolitan Cape 
Town’. Her present research focuses on domestic and 
sexual violence against women. She is also involved in 
research on chronic illness and on the transformation 
of the health care services in South Africa.

GUEST LECTURERS
The program features a choice of guest lecturers, all 
specialists in their respective fields. In alphabetical 
order, the tentative list of speakers include:
Annette Drews (MA, PhD), Hochschule Zittan/Gör-
litz, Germany; Trudie Gerrits (MA, PhD), University 
of Amsterdam; Anita Hardon (MSc, PhD), University 
of Amsterdam; Gert Hekma (MA, PhD, University 
of Amsterdam; Inge Hutter (MA, PhD) Centre for 
Development Studies, University of Groningen; 
Winny Koster (MA, PhD), University of Amsterdam; 
Anke van der Kwaak (MA, PhD) Royal Tropical 
Institute, Amsterdam; Loraine Nencel, (MA, PhD), 
Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam; Marian Tankink (MA, 
PhD), University Leiden; Saskia Wieringa (MA, PhD) 
International Information Centre and Archive for 
Women (IIAV).

MODE OF TEACHING
The course is conducted in English. Each half-day 
session consists of a lecture and discussion followed by 
individual and group assignments

TUITION FEE
The fee for this course can be found on our website. 
Prices are subject to annual revision. 

APPLICATION PROCEDURE
To apply for this executive course, please complete the 
application form in the Winterschool flyer.

For further information please contact:
Tel: (31) 20-525-4779
Fax: (31) 20-525-3010
E-mail: amma@fmg.uva.nl
Website: http://www.fmg.uva.nl/amma
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GENDER, REPRODUCTIVE AND  
SEXUAL HEALTH AND FERTILITY
An Executive Course in Medical Anthropology



“Connecting us with people or organizations that might  

be able to inspire and give us guidance for the direction for 

our research.”

THE COURSE
This course provides students with insight into the 
social and cultural dimensions of reproductive health 
and reproductive health care, and in the way which 
women’s decision-making power and access to 
resources affect reproductive health. 

STUDENT PROFILE
This course is designed for social scientists and 
public health professionals working as researchers, 
consultants, activists, program administrators or 
policy makers in the field of reproductive health.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
The course is grounded in this broader sexual and 
reproductive health approach, focusing on the mul-
tiple sexual and reproductive health needs of men 
and women in various socio-cultural and political 
contexts. In doing so, it pays particular attention 
to gender-power dynamics and their impact on 
reproductive and sexual health outcomes, based on 
the recognition that gender inequity as manifested 
in culture-specific norms and behaviours gre-
atly enhances women’s vulnerability to unwanted 
pregnancies, sexually-transmitted infections (STIs), 
AIDS and sexual violence. Moreover, the course 
transcends biomedicine by taking into account the 
social, cultural, political and economic dimensions of 
sexual and reproductive health. This has been done 
in the belief that for public health efforts to be effec-
tive, a greater and more systematic understanding is 
needed of how the interface of gender, sexuality and 
reproductive health is shaped by the coexistence of 
tradition, modernity and post-modernity in a world 
deeply affected by globalisation, consumerism and 
other trans-national influences.

Through multiple methods of learning, students will 
have an opportunity to gain an understanding of 
sexual and reproductive health as ‘genderized’ and 
‘culture-specific’ concepts. Rather than providing 
students with ready-made answers, the course will 

try to inspire critical thinking toward existing theo-
retical and intervention paradigms. This examination 
will also scrutinize the role of medical anthropolo-
gical studies, which, in this field, have traditionally 
focused on folk concepts of ethno-physiology and 
their relationship to therapeutic and ritual prac¬tice. 
More recent applied research models that have put 
medical anthropology ‘at the service’ of the medical 
profession will also be examined in order to raise 
questions about the expected contribution of this 
discipline to better health and a more just society. 

PROGRAM 

DAY 1 MONDAY
Morning session
What is sexual and reproductive health (SRH)?
What is SRH? What are the substantive issues inclu-
ded in this concept? What are the biomedical and the 
socio-cultural aspects of each component? 

Afternoon session 
Anthropology and studies of reproductive health
Anthropological research on pregnancy and child-
birth is presented as an example of how reproductive 
health can be viewed from a socio-cultural perspec-
tive. 

DAY 2 - TUESDAY 
Morning session 
Fertility, population theories and family planning
A historical overview of demographic paradigms and 
their implications for fertility reduction programs 
will be presented.

Afternoon session 
Reproductive health in the policy arena
Moving away from a fertility-centred approach 
toward a reproductive health and reproductive rights 
approach. The concept of reproductive health and 
rights as defined in the 1994 Cairo Conference on 
Population and Development and the historical 
background of this reproductive health concept are 
presented.

DAY 3 - WEDNESDAY 
Free for reading

DAY 4 - THURSDAY 
Morning session 
What is gender?
How is gender defined? What are the implications of 
the concept of gender for SRH?

Afternoon session 
Gender and reproduction in feminist theorizing  
Students are acquainted with key concepts and their 
development in feminist anthropology. In addition, 
an attempt will be made to use this newly acquired 
knowledge to search for the relationship of these 
concepts to the subjects of fertility and reproductive 
health.
	
DAY 5 - FRIDAY 
Morning session 
Gender and reproductive health  (part 1)
To understand gender in relation to SRH, it is 
important to analyse its applications in research and 
intervention. Attention will be given to the applica-
tion of a gender perspective in health-related social 
science research on SRH. Examples from research 
currently underway will be discussed to analyse the 
value added by a gender perspective, including an 
understanding of the importance of masculinities          

Afternoon session 
Gender and reproductive health (part 2)
This session focuses on the application of a gender 
perspective in interventions directed at improving 
reproductive health outcomes. A discussion of the 
advantages and limitations of ‘women’s empower-
ment’ and ‘men’s involvement’ models based on 
concrete examples currently underway will occur.

DAY 6 - MONDAY 
Morning session 
Gender, sexuality and culture
What is sexuality? How culture-related is sexuality? 

What do we mean by sexual diversity and sexual 
orientation? What do we mean by sexual rights? 

Afternoon session 
The impact of globalisation on AIDS and repro­
ductive health  
The impact of globalisation on AIDS and repro-
ductive health in relation to migration, trafficking, 
consumerism, health sector reforms and other global 
trends will be discussed.

DAY 7 - TUESDAY 
Morning session 
The manifestation of sexually transmitted infec­
tions and AIDS in women and men 
An epidemiological discussion of STIs and AIDS, 
their spread and their impact on women and men 
will be presented. The conceptual shift from ‘risk-
group’ to ‘risk-behaviour’ and more recently to the 
‘vulnerability’ paradigm will be articulated.

Afternoon session 
‘Field Work’/Interviews 
There will be an assignment in the De Rode Buurt 
(the Red Light District) before and after dark, inclu-
ding an organized visit to the Prostitution Informa-
tion Centre. 

DAY 8 - WEDNESDAY 
Free for reading 

DAY 9 - THURSDAY 
Morning session 
Sexual violence (harassment, incest, and rape)
The impact of sexual violence on reproductive health 
will be considered.         

Afternoon session 
Violence against women as a rights and a health 
issue 
A human rights approach to gender-related violence 
is discussed and analysed.

DAY 10 - FRIDAY 
Morning session 
Female circumcision in the Netherlands and in 
other parts of the world

Afternoon session 
Final reflections, evaluation and conclusion


